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Subject card
 
 
Subject name and code (Un)safe Republic. Road people, bandits, healers, prostitutes…, PG_00208359

Field of study Biology

Date of commencement of 
studies

October 2024 Academic year of 
realisation of subject

Education level Bachelor’s studies Subject group Obligatory subject group in the 
field of study
Optional subject group

Mode of study full-time studies Mode of delivery e-learning

Year of study 3 Language of instruction Polish
polish

Semester of study 6 ECTS credits 2.0

Learning profile academic Assessment form credit

Conducting unit  

Name and surname 
of lecturer (lecturers)

Subject supervisor dr hab. Iwona Janicka
Teachers

Lesson types Lesson type Lecture Tutorial Laboratory Project Seminar SUM
Number of study 
hours

30.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30

E-learning hours included: 30.0

Learning activity 
and number of study hours

Learning activity Participation in didactic 
classes included in study 
plan

Participation in 
consultation hours

Self-study SUM

Number of study 
hours

30 0.0 20.0 50

Subject objectives The aim of this course is to broaden students' knowledge of the social history of modern Poland. Students 
will be introduced to the political events that contributed to the deterioration of security in the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth, as well as the economic, legal, and cultural conditions that fostered the spread 
of lawlessness between the 16th and 18th centuries. Students will also be familiarized with the latest 
historical literature and the state of research on the history of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.

Learning outcomes Course outcome Subject outcome Method of verification
 Knowledge of literature on the 

modern history of Poland; ability to 
search for literature and sources.

[SK3] text preparation/written work

Subject contents  

 
Debunking myths about the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as a safe state without stakes.
People of the highway.
Common and noble crime - criminal law in the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Witches.
Executioners and their craft.
Prostitution in the modern era.

 

Prerequisites 
and co-requisites
Assessment methods 
and criteria

Subject passing criteria Passing threshold Percentage of the final grade
book/article review 70.0% 50.0%
attendance 100.0% 50.0%



Data wygenerowania: 24.07.2026 04:47 Strona 2 z 2

Recommended reading Basic literature  

 
B. Baranowski, People of the Highway in the 17th-18th Centuries
B. Baranowski, Everyday Life of a Small Town in the 17th and 18th 
Centuries
B. Baranowski, Witch Trials in Poland in the 17th and 18th Centuries
J. Kracik, M. Rożek, Rogues, Villains, and Harlots in Old Kraków
A. Karpiński, Historians and the Margins of Society in Poland in the 
16th-18th Centuries
J. Kuklo, Human Fate in Early Modern Europe
J. Wijaczka, Witch Trials in Royal Prussia in the 16th-17th Centuries
M. Pilaszek, Witch Trials in Poland in the 15th-18th Centuries
M. Wyżga, Homo movens Peasant Mobility in the Kraków Microregion 
in the 16th–18th Centuries
J. Korczak-Siedlecka, Violence and Honor in the Social Life of Villages 
on the Vistula Spit in the 16th–17th Centuries
J. Poraziński, "The Decent Commonwealth." General Confederations in 
the Time of Augustus II as an Alternative to Internal Anarchy?
A. Pawłowska-Kubik, The Sandomierz Rebellion of 1606–1609. The 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth at a Political Crossroads
J. Topolski, The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth 1501–1795

 

Supplementary literature
eResources addresses

Example issues/ 
example questions/ 
tasks being completed

 

 
1. Was the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth a safe country in the early modern period?
2. What punishments were imposed on criminals?
3. Who became the executioner and what was their job like?
4. Who was perceived as witches?
5. Was early modern Poland a country without stakes?
6. What crimes did the nobility commit?
7. What types of crime were committed?

 

Work placement Not applicable
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