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Subject name and code

MA Seminar IV, PG_00209195

Field of study

German Studies

Date of commencement of
studies

October 2026

Academic year of

realisation of subject

2027/2028

Education level

Master’s studies

Subject group

Obligatory subject group in the
field of study

Optional subject group

Subject group related to scientific
research in the field of study

Mode of study

full-time studies

Mode of delivery

at the university

Learning profile

Year of study 2 Language of instruction German
Semester of study 4 ECTS credits 8.0
academic Assessment form credit

Conducting unit

Division of German Literature and Culture -> Institute of German Philology -> Faculty of Languages -> Rector

Name and surname

Subject supervisor dr hab. Mitostawa Borzyszkowska-Szewczyk, prof. UG

of lecturer (lecturers) Teachers
Lesson types Lesson type Lecture Tutorial Laboratory | Project Seminar SUM
Number of study 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 30.0 30
hours
E-learning hours included: 0.0
Learning activity Learning activity Participation in didactic Participation in Self-study SUM
and number of study hours classes included in study consultation hours
plan
Number of study 30 8.0 162.0 200
hours

Subject objectives

Supervising students as they prepare their Master’s theses, and thereby preparing them to conduct
independent philological research. To deepen students’ knowledge of the specific nature of the sub-
discipline covered by the seminar (namely: literary studies, linguistics, including culturally-oriented research,
language teaching or translation studies), with particular emphasis on the methods, theories and research
concepts specific to that sub-discipline. To acquire detailed knowledge relating to the thesis topic. To
develop the ability to prepare longer written works, in particular with regard to defining a research topic,
collecting and analysing source material and cultural texts, as well as drafting and editing an academic text.
To develop the ability to present the aim, methods and results of the thesis, and discussing them.
Preparation for the defence of the Master’s thesis.
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Learning outcomes

Course outcome

Subject outcome

Method of verification

[FGMU2_KO02] They are ready to
recognise the importance of the
knowledge gained during the
study of German Philology in
solving cognitive and practical
problems and to consult experts
with knowledge of the German
language and German-language
literature.

They recognise the importance of
the knowledge acquired whilst
studying German Philology in
addressing the theoretical and
practical challenges involved in
preparing and presenting a
research paper. They are
prepared to seek the advice of
experts with knowledge of the
culture of the German-speaking
world and to subject their existing
and newly acquired knowledge to
a multifaceted review.

[SK2] presentation/project/paper/
report

[SK3] text preparation/written work
[SK8] observation of student's
independent or team work

[FGMU2_WO02] They know and
thoroughly understand selected
linguistic issues and phenomena,
as well as German cultural
artefacts, and the methods and
theories explaining the complex
relationships between them,
constituting advanced knowledge
in the field of German linguistics
and literary studies.

They have an in-depth knowledge
and understanding of selected
research topics, as well as the
methods and theories used to
explain the complex relationships
between them, as relevant to the
chosen subject area of their
research in the field of German
linguistics or German literary
studies, including culturally
oriented research.

[SW2] presentation/project/paper/
report

[SW3] text preparation/written
work

[FGMU2_U12] They can
independently plan and implement
their own lifelong learning as well
as guide others in doing so, with
particular emphasis on exposure
to German language, literature
and culture.

They are able to independently
plan and

carry out their own and manage
their time effectively, including in
the context of lifelong learning,
when preparing and finalising an
academic thesis in the fields of
linguistics, literary studies,
language teaching or translation
studies.

[SU3] text preparation/written work
[SU8] observation of student's
independent or team work

[FGMU2_U02] They can select
and apply methods and tools
relevant for the philologist, as well
as creatively adapt them for the
analysis and interpretation of
cultural texts and linguistic issues,
using their acquired linguistic and
literary knowledge relating to the
German language area.

They are able to select and apply
philological methods and tools
appropriately, and to adapt them
creatively in order to resolve a
research problem within the field
of a selected sub-discipline of
Germanic philology, drawing on
the knowledge acquired during
their studies in the Germanic
Philology degree programme.

[SU3] text preparation/written work

[FGMU2_W09] They know and
fully understand the intellectual
property and copyright protection
principles.

Has an in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the concepts and
principles relating to intellectual
property protection and copyright
law, and is fully

aware of the need to comply with
them when independently
preparing an academic paper.

[SW3] text preparation/written
work

[FGMU2_U04] They can formulate
and verify hypotheses related to
selected research problems in the
field of German linguistics and
literary studies.

They are able to independently
formulate and test hypotheses
concerning a selected research
problem within a chosen sub-
discipline of Germanic philology
(namely:

linguistics, literary studies,
language teaching or translation
studies).

[SU3] text preparation/written work

[FGMU2_UO01] They are able to
search for relevant sources and
information, critically evaluate and
analyse them, synthesise and
interpret them, and use them to
solve complex problems in the
field of German linguistics and
literary studies in an original way.

They are able to subject the
sources and information they have
gathered to critical evaluation,
analysis, interpretation and
synthesis, with a view to arriving
at original and convincingly
substantiated solutions to
research problems in the field of
German linguistics or literary
studies.

[SU3] text preparation/written work

[FGMU2_UQ7] They are able to
debate selected topics in German.

They are able to conduct a
discussion in German on the aim,
methodology, research process
and theses of their own academic
work, and to engage in
substantive debate on issues
relating to their own work and that
of other authors.

[SU1] oral statement/conversation/
discussion

[SU2] presentation/project/paper/
report

[SU3] text preparation/written work
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Course outcome

Subject outcome

Method of verification

[FGMU2_KO01] They are ready to
critically evaluate the knowledge
acquired during the study of
German Philology, as well as to
critically evaluate the perceived
content that corresponds to this
knowledge.

They adopt a critical stance
towards the knowledge acquired
whilst working on a chosen
research topic in the field of
German linguistics or literary
studies, and towards the content
covered during their studies that
relates to this knowledge.

[SK2] presentation/project/paper/
report
[SK3] text preparation/written work

Subject contents

The content covered during the sessions depends on the seminar’s topic and the specialism of the lecturer.
It primarily covers issues specific to the chosen sub-discipline, as well as methodological issues, which
seminar participants draw upon when preparing their Master’s thesis.

In collaboration with their supervisor,

students:

» deepen their knowledge of how to organise their research work, including the drafting, editing and

finalisation of an academic text

« refine their skills in drawing conclusions, presenting arguments and verifying the theses formulated, as
well as situating them within the relevant literature;
» deepen their knowledge and skills regarding citation rules, the preparation of footnotes, bibliographies

and appendices;

« develop their competence in working on successive drafts of the text, incorporating their supervisor’s
comments and refining the final version;
« refine their ability to present the aim, methodology and theses of their own work in public, as well as to
engage in substantive discussion on these topics.

Throughout the process, they ensure compliance with regulations on the protection of intellectual property
and copyright, including the rules governing the permissible use of artificial intelligence (Al)-based tools.

Prerequisites
and co-requisites

Knowledge of German at C1 level. Basic and structured knowledge of the chosen discipline.

Assessment methods
and criteria

Subject passing criteria

Passing threshold

Percentage of the final grade

presentation of the aim,
methodology and main arguments
of the thesis

51.0%

10.0%

submission of a ready-made
master's thesis accepted by the
seminar leader.form the issues
indicated by the teacher,
submitting the master's thesis plan.

51.0%

90.0%

Recommended reading

Basic literature

Depending on the research topic pursued.

Supplementary literature

Depending on the research topic pursued.

eResources addresses

Example issues/
example questions/
tasks being completed

Work placement

Not applicable
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